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“A life is not important except in the impact it has on other lives.”  
Jackie Robinson 

 
While many people dread seeing their calendar turn to April 15th because of its association with 
“tax day”, I for one love this particular date. Reason being, across our nation April 15th is also 
known as Jackie Robinson Day. On this day, each major league stadium honors the legacy of this 
civil rights pioneer by each player wearing the number 42 on their uniform. And what makes this 
number even more significant is that “42” has been officially retired from every team in 
professional baseball in honor of Jackie Robinson breaking the major league color barrier on April 
15, 1947. Although Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr. have rightly been credited with 
propelling the Civil Rights movement, I believe that we often overlook the importance of Jackie 
Robinson’s historical milestone and its influence on the fabric of our nation. Professional baseball 
before 1947 was in many ways a microcosm of society – there was a separate group for white 
players (Major League Baseball) and a separate group for African-American players (The Negro 
Baseball League). As such, it would take a special athlete and even more importantly, a man of 
exceptional character to break that very clear barrier. A man who during his first season in the 
majors would encounter relentless racism from opposing teams and fans, as well as some of his 
own teammates. However, the strength of his character and his steadfast resolve enabled him to 
deflect abuse and instead, focus on the thirst for justice. And with such hatred, one would be hard 
pressed to believe that such acrimony wouldn’t affect his performance on the baseball field. Yet, 
his humble grace combined with his athletic prowess enabled to repel the cruelty and earn the 
first-ever “Rookie of the Year” title after his first season with the Brooklyn Dodgers and the Most 
Valuable Player award after his third season. His success lay testimony to the fact that in the eyes 
of God, we are all created equal and deserve the rights of dignity. 
 
In many ways, it is only fitting that as a school of faith, we honored the life of Jackie Robinson as 
I believe this civil rights pioneer would have wanted us to – watching baseball. On Friday, April 
15th, SFdS once again enjoyed the annual tradition of attending the “Hit the Books” Night at 
Shorebirds Stadium. On this night, students were recognized for completing the Delmarva 
Shorebirds reading challenge which began with a pre-game school parade where our students 
chanted and marched with Penguin Pride as we rambled across the playing diamond.  Afterwards, 
our students, parents, grandparents and faculty nestled in our seats and cherished the simple joy 
of watching a baseball game. As I reflect on the impact that Jackie Robinson has had on our 
national pastime, I know well that his thirst for justice transformed a sport in such a way that 
transcends barriers of race, ethnicity, religion and socio-economic status.  And in many ways, I 
see baseball as I do our Catholic school, a community where the dignity of God’s children are 
embraced and cherished. It is the celebration of family events like our night at Shorebirds Stadium 
which underscore the values of our school community and served as a powerful reminder to the 
many blessings that fill our lives.  
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